
 

Internal use 

IEEE OES Women in Engineering (WIE) 
Panel Session and Luncheon 
Wednesday, September 25, 2024, Halifax Convention Centre, 12:00 – 1:30 pm, Room 103. 

 

Abstract: 
 
IEEE OES Women in Engineering (WIE) is hosting a special WIE lunch panel at OCEANS, Halifax on 
Wednesday 25th September 2024 from 12:00 to 1:30 PM. The panel, "Learning to Lead: Turning 
Knowledge into Impact" will witness three- four dynamic personalities who have successfully 
translated their educational/research/entrepreneurs endeavours into tangible achievements. 
 
Specifically, in this lively panel discussion, our speakers will describe their experiences and 
wisdom on how they have acquired theoretical and practical knowledge in achieving positive and 
significant changes and introducing innovations where work is being done. They will focus on the 
most important relationship of education and leadership, demonstrate how learning can be a 
powerful tool when used properly to solve various issues, create new opportunities and 

bring a great change when applied. 
 

Since the sphere of professionals is expanding with multilevel changes, it has become crucial to 
turn educational perceptions into practical leadership on certain occasions. This panel will offer a 
platform through which the best practices, difficulties that may be faced and how educational 
experiences can be used to foster powerful leadership can be disseminated. 
 
Don’t miss the opportunity to be inspired by the speakers and to receive practical advice and ideas 
on the changes that education brings to the leaders. 

 

 

Moderator:  
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Dr. Farheen Fauziya, is a Postdoctoral Research Scholar at the University of 
Iowa and currently serves as the IEEE OES-WIE Liaison. Specializing in 
underwater acoustic communications, oceanic propagation physics, and 
signal processing, Dr. Fauziya is advancing research in environmental sensing 
and developing data science solutions to mitigate climate change impacts on 
groundwater in coastal regions. With a PhD in underwater acoustic 
communications from IIT Delhi, and having experience as Research Scientist 
she has applied signal processing and AI/ML to enhance communication 

systems. Dr. Fauziya is actively involved in the IEEE Ocean Engineering Society as the WIE Liaison 
and a former AdCom member. She leads the WIE PROPEL program and supports IEEE student 
chapters and Women In Engineering (WIE) initiatives. 

 

Speakers: 

 

 Dr. Paula Mendonça currently serves as the Executive Director of 
the Ocean Startup Project, while on secondment from her position 
as Director of Innovation and Entrepreneurship at Memorial 
University. Paula's expertise in marine biology, intellectual property, 
research commercialization and innovation ecosystems has 
contributed to the growth of ocean innovation in Canada. She gained 
her know-how within Canadian and international contexts, having 
lived, worked and studied in ocean communities on two sides of the 

Atlantic: Portugal and Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Throughout the inception of the Ocean Startup Project, Paula has been the guiding force behind its 
Lab2Market Oceans program. This initiative has empowered graduate students and researchers 
across Canadian universities with entrepreneurship skills, to validate the market potential of their 
ocean-related research. 

Beyond her work with the Ocean Startup Project, Paula is a dedicated community member 
recognized for her contributions with the Most Inspiring Immigrants of Atlantic Canada award in 
2022 by My East Coast Experience. 
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Carolann Harding ICD.D is a dynamic leader and team player that thrives 
on creativity, problem-solving, collaboration and engagement. As CEO  of 
SmartICE, Carolann is leading a diverse coast to coast to coast award-
winning team focusing on meeting SmartICE’s social enterprise mandate, 
strategic directions, social impacts and business development. Carolann 
is an experienced board director with varied experience.  Carolann is a 
graduate from Memorial and Dalhousie Universities. In March 2021, 
Atlantic Business Magazine named Carolann as one of Atlantic Canada’s 
25 most Powerful Women in Business and in May 2024 was named a Top 
50 CEOs.  

 

 

 

 

 

Wenwen Pei is Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and a co-founder of Marine 
Thinking. She is honoured to lead a dedicated team of professionals who 
strive to create positive change for the marine industry through artificial 
intelligence (AI) and robotics. Together, they have developed an AI-driven 
control and communication system that provides intelligent performance 
and self-operation capabilities to crewed and uncrewed surface vessels 
(USV). 

 

With a Master of Applied Science (M.A.Sc.) in Civil Engineering and a Master of Engineering (M.Eng) 
in Environmental Engineering, Wenwen's educational background has been instrumental in shaping 
her career. Her professional experience encompasses a range of fields, including engineering, 
optimization modeling, water/wastewater treatment, project management, and academic 
research. 
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 Kate Moran is the President & CEO of Ocean Networks Canada (ONC), a 
position she has held since 2012. She first joined the University of Victoria in 
September 2011 as a professor in the Faculty of Science and as Director of 
NEPTUNE Canada. Her previous appointment was Professor and Associate 
Dean at the University of Rhode Island. From 2009 to 2011, Moran was 
seconded to the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy where 
she served as an Assistant Director and focused on Arctic, polar, ocean, the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill, and climate policy issues. She is active in public 
outreach on topics related to the Arctic, ocean observing, and climate 
change. Professor Moran co-led the Integrated Ocean Drilling Program’s 

Arctic Coring Expedition which successfully recovered the first paleoclimate record from the Arctic 
Ocean. She also led one of the first offshore expeditions to investigate the seafloor following the 
devastating 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami. Professor Moran is a registered 
professional engineer, an Officer of the Order of Canada, a fellow of the Canadian Society of Senior 
Engineers, and was selected as an American Association for the Advancement of Science Fellow 
for the class of 2022. 

 


